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32nd U.S. Chess School
By IM Luke Harmon-Vellotti

   The U.S. Chess School hosted its lat-
est event in Glendale, CA from Nov 
28 thru Dec 1st. The non-profi t group 
headed up by International Master 
Greg Shahade brought together one 
of the strongest Grandmasters in 
the world and eight of the best youth 
players in the United States.  This 
4-day invitation-only event was led 
by GM Jan Gustafsson who came all 
the way across the Atlantic from Ger-
many to spend some time coaching 
in sunny Southern California. Along 
with myself, the participants were 
GM Jeffery Xiong, IM Ruifeng Li, IM 
Daniel Gurevich, FM Joshua Sheng, 
FM Cameron Wheeler, FM Vignesh 
Panchanatham, and NM Craig Hilby. 
With an average rating of 2494, this 
was the strongest group of U.S. Chess 
School campers ever assembled for a 
week of training.

   I have been fortunate over the past 
several years to be invited to many of 
these camps which are held all over 
the country in various locations sever-
al times a year. This one was one of my 
favorites since it focused on an area 
that I am looking to improve- opening 
play. Each day began with looking at 
the openings of a specifi c player. Ev-
eryone was given an ample amount of 
time to discuss the weaknesses that 
they are looking to improve in their 
opening play. GM Gustafsson is one of 
the world’s foremost opening experts 
and used his expertise along with his 

vast private databases of lines to im-
prove our opening play. Some of the 
other highlights were training games 
focusing on specifi c openings, a bullet 
tournament (won by yours truly), a 
blitz tournament (won by GM Xiong), 
as well as solving studies on the last 
day. I have included a sample study 
from the camp: 

XABCDEFGHY

8-+-+-+-+0

7+-+-+P+-0

6-zpp+-mK-+0

5mk-sN-+-+-0

4-vl-+-+r+0

3sN-+-+-+-0

2-+PzP-+-+0

1+-+-+-+-0

xabcdefghy

   We were all extremely grateful to 
have multiple days of rigorous train-
ing and one-on-one guidance from a 
top-level coach. 

   These camps are funded by the 
generous chess benefactor Jim Rob-
erts, who has played a major part in 
funding all of these training camps. 
We were also especially fortunate to 
have a great location at the American 
Chess Academy with plenty of space 
for both the students and several oth-

er local coaches such as Tatev Abra-
hamyan and Kostya Kavutskiy. It 
was especially serendipitous that the 
event was held nearby my current res-
idence at UCLA since I cannot usual-
ly take the time away from my studies 
to attend these camps anymore. How-
ever, I thoroughly enjoyed attending 
once again not only for the top-notch 
instruction, but also for the great fun 
and camaraderie that is cultivated at 
each and every one of these camps!

Luke Harmon-Vellotti
International Chess Master & UCLA 
Stamps Foundation Scholar ‘2017

Solution 1.f8=Q Rf4+ 2.Ke5 Rxf8 3.Nc4+ 
Kb5 4.Nd6+! Ka5 5.Ndb7+ Kb5 6.c4+! 
Kxc4 7.Nd6+ Kxc5 8.d4#

 Left to right: Arman Ambartsoumian, Joshua Sheng, Tatev Abrahamyan, ?, Greg Shahade, Jan Gustafsson,
Kostya Kavutskiy, Craig Hilby, Daniel Gurevich, Luke Harmon-Vellotti
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